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Amendments to the Claims 
Claim 1 (Currently amended): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 

a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter; 

an air conduit operativeJy connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
a housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
the pump disposed within the housing;_-aft4 

wherein the housing includes a rigid fitting and the n ozzle is attached to the fitting and in a first 
position the nozzle extends downwardly beyond the bottom surface of the housing for 
placement in the container. 

Claim 2 (Cancelled). 

Claim 3 (Original): The device of claim 1 wherein the separation chamber is disposed within 
the housing. 

Claim 4 (Original): The device of claim 1 wherein the nozzle is removable from the housing. 

Claim 5 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 wherein the nozzle is foldable and 
has a second position wherein the nozzle rests against the housing. 

Claim 6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Original): The device of claim 1 wherein the separation chamber is disposed within 
the housing and wherein one of the at least one side walls comprises a sight for viewing the 
separation chamber. 
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Claim 8 (Original): The device of claim 1 further comprising a motor associated with the 
pump and a power source operatively connected to the motor for powering the pump. 

Claim 9 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 further comprising a fastener for 
fastening the housing under a surface. 

Claim 10 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 further comprising an accessory to 
allow increased distance between the container and the housing comprising: 
an accessory housing; 

an accessory nozzle operatively connected to the accessory housing; and 

an accessory air conduit operatively connected to the nozzle and the accessory nozzle. 

Claim 1 1 (Previously presented): The device of claim 10 where the nozzle is removable from 
the housing . 

Claim 12 (Original): The device of claim 10 wherein the accessory housing includes a non-skid 
material for placement on a surface* 

Claim 13 (Previously presented): The device of claim 10 wherein the accessory nozzle is 
foldable relative to the accessory housing. 



Claims 14-16 (Cancelled). 



Claim 17 (Currently amended): The device of claim 1 wherein the separation chamber is 
disposed within the housing and wherein the device f urther comprisinficomprises a sight within 
the housing for viewing the separation chamber. 

Claim 18 (Currently amended): The device of claim 1 further comprising a filter operatively 
connected between the nnnnnri air conduit -separation chamber and the pump. 
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Claim 19 (Previously presented): A method of evacuating air from a container, comprising: 

providing a device comprising a housing and a nozzle haying a first end attached to the housing 
and a second end extending from the housing for placing within the container without 
requiring the container to come in contact with the housing, a first air conduit operatively 
connecting the nozzle and a separation chamber, and a second air conduit operatively 
connected to the separation chamber and a pump; 

inserting the nozzle into the container; 

evacuating air from the container; 

sealing the container with a first reusable manual seal. 

Claim 20 (Previously presented): The method of claim 19 further comprising evacuating air 
from a portion of the container between the first reusable manual seal and a second seal, sealing 
the second seal, and removing the nozzle from the container. 

Claim 21 (Original): The method of claim 19 further comprising placing items within the 
container prior to evacuating air from the container. 

Claim 22 (Original): The method of claim 19 wherein the container is a sealable plastic bag. 

Claim 23 (Previously presented): The method of claim 22 further comprising providing a 
rigid container for storing items, placing the items within the rigid container, and placing the 
rigid container within the sealable bag, and thereafter evacuating air from the rigid container. 

Claim 24 (Currently amended): A system for storage, comprising: 
a reusable plastic bag having at least one reusable manual seal; 

a device for evacuating air comprising a housing and a nozzle having a first end attached to the 
housing and second end e xtending away from the housing for placing within the plastic 
bag; 
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a first air conduit operative^ connecting the nozzle and a separation chamber disposed within the 
housing and a second air conduit operatively connecting the separation chamber and a 
pump disposed within the housing; and 

a rigid container placeable within the plastic bag. 

Claim 25 (Previously presented): The system of claim 24 wherein the nozzle is foldable 
relative to the housing. 

Claim 26 (Original): The system of claim 24 wherein the at least one seal comprises a first seal 
formed by a first set of first and second fastening strips; a second seal formed by a second set of 
first and second fastening strips; a gap between the first seal and the second seal sufficiendy large 
such that the first seal is independent of the second seal and the bag is reusable and sealable even 
if one of the plurality of seals is damaged. 

Claim 27 (Original): The system of claim 24 wherein the rigid container comprises a first 
portion and a second portion; the first portion having a first fastening rim and the second portion 
having a second fastening rim. 

Claim 28 (Original): The system of claim 27 wherein each of the fastening rims has a plurality 
of protrusions and a plurality of recesses for interlocking. 

Claim 29 (Previously presented): The system of claim 27 wherein the first fastening rim 
includes at least one ridge and the second fastening rim has at least one depression for mating the 
first fastening rim with the second fastening rim. 

Claim 30 (Previously presented): The system of claim 24 wherein the at least one seal is 
positioned substantially below a top edge of the bag to allow for the top of the bag to be folded 
back to reduce splatter on an outer surface of the bag. 

Claim 3 1 (Original): The system of claim 24 wherein the rigid container further comprises an 
opening for providing access to an air evacuation device. 
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Claims 32-41 (Cancelled). 

Claim 42 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 wherein the nozzle includes a 
diamond-shaped end. 

Claim 43 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 wherein the nozzle includes an eye- 
shaped end. 

Claim 44 (Previously presented): The device of claim 1 wherein the container is a sealable 
bag and wherein the nozzle is adapted to allow a user's fingers to slide together during sealing of 
a bag to encourage tight sealing of the bag. 

Claim 45 (Previously presented): The method of claim 19 wherein the sealing is adapted to 
be performed by sliding fingers of a user together during sealing to encourage tight sealing of the 
first seal. 

Claim 46 (Previously presented): The method of claim 19 wherein the nozzle is adapted to 
allow fingers of a user to slide together during sealing. 

Claim 47 (Previously presented): The method of claim 19 wherein the nozzle is shaped to 
include an eye-shaped end. 

Claim 48 (Previously presented): The method of claim 19 wherein the nozzle is shaped to 
include a diamond-shaped end. 

Claim 49 (Previously presented): The system of claim 24 wherein the nozzle is adapted to 
allow fingers of a user to slide together during sealing. 

Claim 50 (Previously presented): The system of claim 49 wherein the nozzle includes an eye- 
shaped end. 
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Claim 5 1 (Previously presented): The system of claim 49 wherein the nozzle includes a 
diamond-shaped end. 

Claim 52 (Previously presented): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
wherein the nozzle is foldable such that in a first position the nozzle extends downwardly and 

outwardly from the housing and in a second position the nozzle rests against the housing; 
wherein the housing includes a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between 

the top surface and the bottom surface, the bottom surface having a recessed portion 

receiving the nozzle in the second position. 

Claim 53 (Currently amended): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container, 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber disposed within a housing f or holding liquid or particulate matter; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 

rfallthe housing having a base and an ar m and a fitting attached to the arm ; 

wherein the nozzle is oporativoly connect e d attached t o the ana -fitting and rotatable with respect 

to the arm. 

Claim 54 (Previously presented): The device of claim 53 wherein the arm movably extends 
outwardly and upwardly from the base. 

Claim 55 (Previously presented): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter; 
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an air conduit operativeiy connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
a housing wherein the pump is disposed within the housing; 

an accessory to allow increased distance between the container and the housing comprising: 
an accessory housing; 

an accessory nozzle operativeiy connected to the accessory housing; and 
an accessory air conduit operativeiy connected to the nozzle and the accessory nozzle; and 
wherein the nozzle is removable relative to the housing. 

Claim 56 (Currently amended): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a housing; 

a nozzle for placing within the container; 

a pump for moving ai r disposed within the housing; 

a separation chamber dis posed within the housing for holding liquid or particulate matter; 
an air conduit operativeiy connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; and 
wherein in a first position the nozzle extends downwardly for placement into the container and 
wherein the device does not include a heater element for sealing the container. 

Claim 57 (Currently amended): A device for evacuating a container with a resealable seal, 

comprising: 

a housing; 

a nozzle ftpmrntiwly ronnootod having a first end attached to the housing and an opposite second 
end for placing within the container, the nozzle adapted to extend the second end away 
from the housing; 

a pump for moving air, 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter, 

an air conduit operativeiy connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
and wherein in a first position the second end of the nozzle extends downwardly for placement 
into the container without contact between the container and the housing. 
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Claim 58 (Currently amended): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a n ozzle- fef placing within tho contains having a first end and opposite second end; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber dis posed within the housing f or holding liquid or particulate matter; 
an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
[[a)]the housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
the pump disposed within the housing; and 

wherein the first end of the nozzle is attached t o the housing and in a first position the nozzle 

extends outwardly and downwardly along one of the at least one sidewall of the housing 
for placing the second end of the nozzle within the container. 

Claim 59 (New): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
a housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
the pump disposed within the housing; 

wherein in a first position the nozzle extends downwardly beyond the bottom surface of the 

housing for placement in the container; and 
wherein the nozzle is foldable and has a second position wherein the nozzle rests against the 

housing. 

Claim 60 (New): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and the pump; 
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a housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
the pump disposed within the housing; 

wherein in a first position the nozzle extends away from the housing for placement in the 
container; 

an accessory to allow increased distance between the container and the housing comprising: 
an accessory housing; 

an accessory nozzle operatively connected to the accessory housing; and 

an accessory air conduit operatively connected to the nozzle and the accessory nozzle. 

Claim 61 (New): The device of claim 60 where the nozzle is removable from the housing. 

Claim 62 (New): The device of claim 60 wherein the accessory housing includes a non-skid 
material for placement on a surface. 

Claim 63 (New): The device of claim 60 wherein the accessory nozzle is foldable relative to 
the accessory housing. 

Claim 64 (New): The device of claim 60 further comprising a separation chamber for 
holding liquid or particulate matter, the separation chamber disposed within the housing. 



Claim 65 (New): A system for storage, comprising: 

a reusable plastic bag having at least one reusable manual seal; 

a device for evacuating air comprising a housing and a nozzle extending away from the housing 

for placing within the plastic bag; 
a first air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and a separation chamber and a second air 

conduit operatively connecting the separation chamber and a pump disposed within the 

housing; 

a rigid container placeable within the plastic bag; and 
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wherein the nozzle is foldable relative to the housing. 

Claim 66 (New): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

a separation chamber for holding liquid or particulate matter; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle, the separation chamber, and the pump; 
a housing having a base and an arm; 

wherein the nozzle is operatively connected to the arm and rotatable with respect to the arm; and 
wherein the arm movably extends outwardly and upwardly from the base. 

Claim 67 (New): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container, the nozzle having a first end and an opposite second 
end; 

a pump for moving air; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and the pump; 

a housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
the pump disposed within the housing; 

wherein the housing includes a rigid fitting and the first end of the nozzle is attached to the fitting 
and in a first position the second end of the nozzle extends away from the housing for 
placement in the container. 

Claim 68 (New): The device of claim 67 further comprising a power button. 

Claim 69 (New): A system for storage, comprising: 

a reusable plastic bag having at least one reusable manual seal; 
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a device for evacuating air comprising a housing, a pump disposed within the housing, the 

housing having a fitting adapted for attachment to a first end of a nozzle, and the nozzle 
having a second end extending away from the housing for placing within the plastic bag; 

a first air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and a separation chamber and a second air 
conduit operatively connecting the separation chamber and a pump disposed within the 
housing; 

a rigid container placeable within the plastic bag; and 

a rigid support for fitting within the reusable plastic bag to protect food items. 

Claim 70 (New): The system of claim 69 wherein the nozzle is removable from the fitting. 

Claim 7 1 (New): The system of claim 70 further comprising a second nozzle of different 
size or shape from the nozzle and replaceable therewith. 

Claim 72 (New): The system of claim 69 wherein the nozzle is substantially cylindrical in 
shape. 

Claim 73 (New): A method of evacuating air from a plastic bag, comprising: 

providing a device comprising a housing, an air pump disposed within the housing and a nozzle 

having a first end attached to a fitting of the housing and a second end extending away 

from the housing for placement within the plastic bag; 
evacuating air from the plastic bag; 
sealing the plastic bag with a reusable manual seal. 

Claim 74 (New): The method of claim 73 further comprising placing food items within the 
plastic bag. 

Claim 75 (New): The method of claim 74 wherein the food items are protected by a rigid 
support placed within the plastic bag. 
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Claim 76 (New): A device for evacuating a container, comprising: 
a nozzle for placing within the container; 
a pump for moving air; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and the pump; 

a housing having a top surface, a bottom surface and at least one side wall between the top 

surface and the bottom surface; 
wherein the pump is disposed within the housing; 
wherein the nozzle is attached to the housing. 

Claim 77 (New): The device of claim 76 further comprising a power button . 

Claim 78 (New): The device of claim 76 wherein the housing includes a rigid fitting and 
wherein the nozzle has a first end and an opposite second and wherein the first end of the nozzle 
is attached to the fitting and in a first position the second end of the nozzle extends away from 
the housing for placement in the container. 

Claim 79 (New): The device of claim 76 further comprising a separation chamber, wherein 
the separation chamber is operatively connected by the air conduit to the nozzle and pump. 

Claim 80 (New): The device of claim 76 further comprising a separation chamber 
operatively connected to the nozzle. 

Claim 8 1 (New): The device of claim 76 wherein the nozzle is removable from the housing. 

Claim 82 (New): The device of claim 80 wherein the separation chamber is removable from 
the housing. 

Claim 83 (New): The device of claim 76 wherein the nozzle is foldable relative to the 
housing. 

13 



PAGE 17/44 * RCVDAT 2/27/2006 12:27:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:51 52831 338 * DURATION (mm-ss):11-20 



02/27/06 MON 1 2:32 FAX 5152S81333 



MCKEE VOORHEES & SEASE 



®018 



Claim 84 (New): The device of claim 76 wherein the nozzle is rotatable with respect to the 
housing. 

Claim 85 (New): A system for storage comprising: 

a reusable plastic bag having at least one reusable manual seal; 

a device for evacuating air comprising a housing and a nozzle extending away from the housing 

for placing within the plastic bag; 
a pump disposed within the housing; 

an air conduit operatively connecting the nozzle and the pump; and 
the nozzle being attached to the housing. 

Claim 86 (New): The system of claim 85 wherein the items are protected by a rigid support 
placed within the plastic bag. 

Claim 87 (New): The system of claim 85 wherein the nozzle is removable from the housing. 

Claim 88 (New): The system of claim 85 further comprising a separation chamber, wherein the 
separation chamber is operatively connected via the air conduit to the nozzle and pump. 

Claim 89 (New): The system of claim 87 further comprising a second nozzle of different 
size or shape from the nozzle and replaceable therewith. 

Claim 90 (New): The system of claim 85 wherein the nozzle is substantially cylindrical in 
shape. 

Claim 91 (New): The system of claim 85 wherein the nozzle is rotatable with respect to the 
housing. 

Claim 92 (New): A method of evacuating air from a container, comprising: 
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providing a device comprising a housing, a pump disposed within the housing and a nozzle 

attached to the housing, the nozzle extending away from the housing for placement within 
the container; 

placing the nozzle of the device within the container; 

evacuating air from the container; 

removing the nozzle of the device from within the container; 
sealing the container with a reusable manual seal. 

Claim 93 (New): The method of claim 92 further comprising placing an item within the 
container. 

Claim 94 (New): The method of claim 93 further comprising protecting the item with a rigid 
support and placing the rigid support within the container along with the item. 

Claim 95 (New): The method of claim 92 wherein the nozzle is rotatable with respect to the 
housing. 

Claim 96 (New): The method of claim 92 wherein the container is a sealable plastic bag. 
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